
freesathonoursitsstars
SimonKingreportsontheinauguralFreesatAwards in London

The
inaugural FreesatAwards

,

held
in

Londonlastmonth
,

havebeen
heraldedas a majorsuccessbythesubscription-freesatelliteplatform.

ThePigalleClub in Piccadillywasthevenuefortheawards
,

theaim
of

whichwas to recognise thecontributionmadebymanufacturers
,

retailersandchannels
to Freesat' s success.

More than190peoplegathered to celebrateallthat is goodabout
Freesat .

Winnerswererecognised acrossninecategories during a ceremonyhosted

bystand-upcomedianandTVpersonality ,

SeanLock.
EmmaScott

,

Freesat' s managing director
,

toldguests at
theawardsceremony :

"

Tonighthasbeen a wonderful celebration of a brilliant firstyearforFreesat .
I'

d like
to congratulatethewinners andthankallFreesat' s partnerswhohavecontributed to

oursuccesssofar.
"

Havingalreadyreached400 ,000salesandwithon-demand IPTVservices
,

such
asBBCiPlayer ,

onthewaythisyear,

we' re lookingforward
to buildingonthissuccess

through2009andbeyond.
"

Thisyear' s winnerswerechosenbya panel of industryexperts , includingguardian.
co.ukeditorJanineGibson

, DigitalTVGroupchairman andBroadcast columnist David

Docherty ,

mediacommentator Mark
Borkowski

,

RadioTimesTVeditor
AlisonGrahamandFreesat' s Ms
Scott .

ThepanelwaschairedbyMike
Chandler

, managing director of Astra
theevent' s mainsponsor.
JamesAtkins

,

Freesat' s
trade

marketingmanager ,

toldERTthat
hiscompanywasdelightedwiththe
excellent turnoutfortheawards

,

particularlyas it wasthefirstyear.
Headded :

" Theevening was

definitely a triumphand it wasgreat
to seesomanyrepresentativesfrom
themanufacturers

,

retailers and
channels thathavecontributed to

Freesat' s success.
" Allourguestshadanenjoyable

eveningandwereceived a large
number of

emails of thanksthe
followingday ,

whichwasverynice.
"

In turn
,

wewouldlike
to

thank
Astra

,

Panasonic andtheother
sponsors forhelpinguscreate a

brillianteventforourpartners.
"

MrAtkinssaid it washopedthat
theFreesatAwardswouldbecomean
annualevent.

"

Theawardsreflectthegreat
stridestheplatformhasmade

in only
itsfirstyear,

" hesaid.
"

Astheservicegrowsandevolves
,

theawardswill
,

too. "

Whiletheawardsrecognised theachievements of manufacturers
,

retailersand
channels

,

MrAtkinspointedoutthattheretailchannelhadbeencentral
to Freesat' s

planssincelaunchandwouldcontinue "

to play a keyrole
in educatingconsumerson

thebenefitsandfeatures of Freesat
"

.

Headded :

"

We'velearnedthatlivedemonstrationsandstafftrainingarecentral to

successwithsignificant salesuplifts in stores thathaveinvested
in

both. "

Looking to
thefuture

,

MrAtkinssaidthereweresome "

greatdevelopments onthe
horizon " andthat it wasimportantthatretailerscontinue to giveconsumersthebest
advice.

"

Asswitchovercontinues
,

themulti-roommessage is increasingly important ,

"

hesaid
.

"

Freesat
,

as a subscription-free service
, provides theperfectsolutionfor

consumersand
a greatsell-upopportunity forretailers. "

MrAtkinscontinued :

" Ourstrongsalesperformancesofartellsusthatthatour
subscription-freeoffer of morethan140channels

, plusHDfromtheBBCandITV
,

is

a compelling one.
"

Foranalogue or Freeviewhomes
,

Freesatoffersviewers anupgradewithouthaving
to signup to a costlycontractandsubscription package.

"

Forpay-TVhomes
,

Freesatoffers a means of eradicating monthly television bills
,

whileenjoying a
widechoice

of
channels andhigh-definition.

"

MrAtkinssaidthatretailertrainingwas a continuousprocessandthatasFreesat
launchednewservices

,

suchasIPTV laterthisyear,

it wouldplay a vitalrole in

equippingretailerswiththeknowledge to deliverthecorrectmessage to consumers.
" Freesattrainingcanbebooked bycallingFreesat's retailersupportnumber

08453130059.

Thewinners
ERT ' TakeATown'IndependentRetailer of

theYear : Hickmans
,

Swindon

MultipleRetailer of theYear : JohnLewis

Product of
theYear : HumaxFreesat +

FreesatInstaller
of

theYear : TSG
sponsored bytheConfederationof Aerial industries

BestDaytimeDigitalChannel : PopGirlI
WeddingTVsponsored byHumax

BestDigitalNewsChannel :
Al Jazeera

EnglishsponsoredbyLGElectronics

BestEveningDigitalChannel : BBCFour
sponsoredbyPanasonic

BestDigitalRadioStation :
PlanetRock

sponsoredbyThePitchGroup

Viewers'ChoiceforChannel of theYear :

BBCHDsponsoredbyArciiva

ColinSmall
,

manager of

Hickmans
(

left
)

withaward
sponsor
ERT's editor
SimonKing

John

Kernpner of

JohnLewis
(

left
)

with
Bradley
Keenan of

award

sponsor
iSiteTV

Humax's

Graham
North

( right)

withRichard
Melville

,

editor of

award
sponsor
WhatHi-Fi
Sound
& Vision
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