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SHOW.ROOM | FREESAT PVR HUMAX FOXSAT-HDR

MNEXT ONE D¢ FOR THE SAME FRICE STANDOUT FEATURE
HUMAX PANASONIC LUSEB PORTS
FOXSAT-HD DMR-EX78 he FOKSAT-HOR hoases roloe but

w0 1S3 ports, which allow you 1o
lransfe: MP3 and IPEG files o1 tathe
nit'sh

I you dnm’t need the recording The DMR-EX?S has one Fr:
apabil ty,
tan be yours for about €150 plus

installarion. IT hoasts the same Lser-
friendliness as the PYR version, and
also delivers BD channgls for free.

this freesat receiver NN i ot f-essat, but it doe

hard disk. Ir's easy ta use and offers more
flesiple recording ard editing ooticns
than the Humax, plus TV picturcs can be
upsczled 10 1080

hard disk ar PC

£300 THE UK’S FIRST FREESAT PVR

HUMAX FOXSAT-HDR

UNIT DETAILS
Wanufaciures Humax
SRP: £300

Lirit ey Freesat PR
Farmat types: MPEGS
2/MPEG-4 AVC/H.264
Pictre mades: 5763/
p/720p/HDR0I

Porta: HOMI out,
tompgsite gut, 2x
SCART, optical digitat

audicolt, Ethernet i [#irg
port, 2 X USE ports, 2% froesat HD
LNBimputs

Special features:

32068 hard disk,

twin satellite tuners,
Treesats, non-freesat
manual channet tuning, - .
Series/Split/Acurate r ?, k FREESAT HAS HUMAX
recarding, schedule i % @wﬂoﬂ )

Tracking, chase Play, @ i | BEEN = hugs

Dolby Digital utput, B !

SUCCESS since it

F-day ERG, digital text,
Audia Description, viden
upscaling, transfer MA3/
JPEG 10 hard disk, copy
recordings to externat
HDD, i-Plate

Lt diznsions: 3800% 55
2521him

The BBC's high-def
chanoel S SO
of the best-lookinz HD
content anywhere,
particularty its wildlife
documentaries,
costume dramas

and live sport. The
sharpness and clarity
of this channel's images
on the FOXSAT-HDR
simply begrars belief
and its inclusion on the
platform’s lincup is one
of the must compelling
reasons to choose
freesat over Freeview.

taunched last year,
but one vital factor has been missing
- afreesat PVR. Digital TV and hard
disk recording go hand in hand, and
we've been crying out for a way of
storing freesat's roster of free SO and
HD cantart. Thankfully, Humax has
answored our prayers by launching
lhis 'freesat+' PYR, but is it a viable
alternative to ihe Sky+HD box?

Well for starters the hard disk
capacity is 320GB compared to
Sky+HD's 160GB. which equates o
80 hours of HD programmaes or 200
hours of SD content, and the unit
itzeff is & Iot mare compact.

The gloss-black finish and blue-
tinged fascia are instantly appealing.
while the central disp'ay panel shows
the name of the current channel ina
clear, legible fashion.

The reat panal sparts some
interesting nuggets - there's an
Ethernet part ready for IFTY services
like BBC's iPlayer in the future, plus
thera's 2 USE port that allows you to
move MP3 and JPEG files betwesn a
{lash drive and the unil's hard disk, or
eviEn more impressively, archive TY
recordings on an external hard disk,

The unit's recording functionality is
somprchensive. The inclusion of two
turers lets you recerd one channel
while walching ancther, or, record two
channels while watching a third.
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You can use series recording Lo
make sure you never miss any of your
favourile prograrnmes, while accurale
recerding tracks the start and and
times of each programme so Lhat
they still record if thay get delayed.

There's a two-hour buifer memary
that allows you to pause and rewind
live TV, but you can't save anything
in tha butfer memory. Programmes
can be watched from the start before
they've linishad recording

Like the Humax's non-PVR freesat
box, the HOR is an absolute joy @
uge. The EPG and aiher on-soraen
graphics are so slick and jazzy they
make Sky+ look like a VCR, while
the i-Flate display tells you every last
detail about the current programme.

The FOXSAT-HDBR's picture guality
is alza of the highest arder, with
decent 50 channels looking claan,
stabie and packed with detail and
radiant colours {allhough noise levels
vary from channel te channel).

But tune into BBC HD and the
piclure will make your jaw drap — the
sharpness, depth and vibrancy of the
image iz masmerising, and is enough
1o make evan the mast apathatic
viewer turn green with envy. It's just a
shame there isn't more HD content to
watch but the amount is sure to grow
et the coming years.

Overall the FOXSAT-HDR 5 a
fantastic PYR, wilh a big hard disk,
faullless operaling systern and
excellent picture quality. Sky should
be very worried indeed
DANNY PHILLIPS

PERFORMANCE
SPECS
AESTHETIC
EASE OF USE

ious hard disk and a

superh operati the FOXSAT-
HOR is the praduct that finally makes
freesat a force to be reckoned with.

VERDICT

REMOTE PLAY

SIMPLICITV ITSEL

KEEP IT SIMPLE

Hustraax b mistered the ar
alrghang remoes that o S
wear ald could bxe, and this is
anazher great exampie - the
button layour and labeling
are preeilent.

RECORD BUTTON

This ‘rportanc key isn's given
the promirent = f dese ves
and gets ost ameng the
playback cantrods,

A DASH OF ELEGANCE
The less-Elagh finish will
Ik Eraat on yoLr moffes
table, wihite the siver meri:
whi2e] gves it a1t extra touch
ot class,
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